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May 7, 2019 

Commissioner Kevin Calvey has met the criteria for Removal of Officers from Office, Title 22 O.S. 1181 
by demonstrating the following acts, which include but are not limited to:  

 

Habitual or willful neglect of duty: Calvey's duties require him to protect the best interest of the 
citizens of Oklahoma County. On several occasions Calvey has made outlandish statements about 
Oklahoma County Sheriff's Office (OCSO) "deputies beating inmates to death". As a member of the 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) Calvey is one that is named in current civil lawsuits against 
Oklahoma County and/or the BOCC.  Calvey has made these libelous statements on multiple local 
media outlets including television and radio, which in our opinion, illustrates his habitual and/or willful 
neglect of duty.  

Willful Maladministration: 

This act would also follow under the Sixth reason for removal from office "Willful maladministration." It is 
a clear mismanagement of duties being that one of the BOCC's primary duties is general supervision 
over all fiscal affairs (of Oklahoma County). Inaccurate and/or misleading statements wrongfully 
attributing liability to Oklahoma County such as those authored by Calvey that put the county's financial 
wellbeing at great concern as they defend civil lawsuits relating to the jail.  

1.  “Or when guards beat inmates to death and leave them to die in the floor naked.” 
 Commissioner Kevin Calvey, KOKC morning radio show, The Ride hosted by Chad Alexander 
and Mac Mullings on March 11, 2019.  

2.   "I think that's just a desperate comment from somebody who is trying to deflect 
attention away from the facts, which are the beatings that go on in that jail,” said Calvey. 
 KFOR April 19th, 2019 Jessica Bruno 

3. Commissioner Calvey also shared the live stream of the KOKC show on his Facebook and it is 
still up for anyone to listen to him state that OCSO guards beat inmates to death. 

Gross partiality in Office: 

 1. Numerous times Calvey has shown his Gross Partiality, for example, when he stated the jail has a 
"management problem".  In section VII item 60 of the United States Department of Justice 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the BOCC, in 2009, it states: "Physical Plant: By four 
years from the effective date of this MOU, the County shall house all Oklahoma County Jail Detainees 
at a facility that meets minimum constitutional standards. By this date, the County will house Detainees 
in a facility that complies with this MOU. The parties anticipate that the County will either improve or 
renovate the existing Jail facility or begin efforts to replace or expand the current Jail with a new facility 
or facilities to meet the requirements of this MOU. In accordance with this, the County shall create a 
commission or similar entity, to develop a series of recommendations, and appropriate timetables to 
address this Jail expansion and renovation program. The renovated, new, or expanded Jail shall 
include adequate numbers of security cells to address security and classification needs, appropriate 
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security design features to ensure adequate Detainee safety, and adequate medical and mental health 
clinical space. The County shall ensure that any renovation or construction complies with generally 
accepted correctional standards and all applicable local and federal law."  

It is well established that the current physical plant and budget of the jail does not afford the sheriff, jail 
administration or staff the ability to operate the jail at a level that meets national standards.  

Nonetheless, Calvey has chosen to ignore the constraints limiting the Oklahoma County Sheriff's Office 
and resort to defamation of the administration and Sheriff PD Taylor. Calvey has again made these 
statements numerous times in local media, including television and radio. Additionally, Calvey has 
shared these media on his social media platform(s).  Sheriff Taylor has long said he would like to work 
jointly with Calvey (and the BOCC). Calvey has refused to work with the OCSO regarding reachable 
improvements. In our opinion this illustrates only a part of his Gross Partiality in Office. 

2. In March of 2019 it was learned that an Oklahoma County Inmate had not seen a judge nor been 
taken to court. Calvey began a media campaign placing blame on the jail and the OCSO for this 
oversight. Never has the jail or OCSO been responsible for setting court dates for inmates. There is no 
question about the fact that the Oklahoma County Court Clerk's Office schedules court dates for 
defendants in Oklahoma County. Again, Calvey’s Gross Partiality in Office chose to put blame solely on 
the sheriff's office. Evidence was presented that would exonerate Calvey's claims that the jail knew of 
this situation and Calvey ignored it. Calvey made his statements to local media outlets including 
television and radio as well as re-publishing these stories on his social media platform(s). As more 
evidence was discovered that corroborated the OCSO's claims of never being notified of this situation, 
Calvey took it upon himself to contact the communication provider for the jail, Telmate, and request 
copies of the telephone calls made by this inmate. Telmate notified the OCSO General Counsel who 
agreed to allow Calvey possession of these calls. Calvey, knowing there was an active investigation by 
OCSO, released portions of these calls which, in our opinion, was done in order to enhance his Gross 
Partiality for the betterment of his inaccurate claims. Calvey is an attorney and, also in our opinion, 
knows about tainting an active investigation and that action have just that effect.  

On April 18, 2019 a committee created to improve Oklahoma County Criminal Justice, the Criminal 
Justice Advisory Council (CJAC) voted to forward a Jail Trust (Trust) to the BOCC. This trust was 
intended to be created by all partners of CJAC, which OCSO is. However, this trust was created without 
any input from OCSO. OCSO was able to first view the document just days before the vote at CJAC. 
Calvey had every opportunity to seek input from OCSO as well as provide the contents of the document 
for review by OCSO. But again, chose to not work with the OCSO, illustrating his Gross Partiality 
towards OCSO.  

We believe that Calvey's gross impartiality is evident and greatly prejudices the citizens of Oklahoma 
County, it's voters and those that may have pending lawsuits against the BOCC/OCSO.  
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1.  “Look this is just a management thing, not a money thing,”  Calvey said.  KFOR,        
March 26, 2019 Jessica Bruno. 

2. “What more evidence do we need that there are serious problems with the Sheriff’s 
Offices operations of the jail?” Oklahoma County Commissioner Kevin Calvey told News 4 
earlier this month.  KFOR, March 26, 2019 Jessica Bruno 

3. “Concerns about the basic management there” KOKC 95.3 Morning show The Ride     
March 11, 2019 at about 7 minutes 30 seconds into show. 

4. “I will gladly meet with Sheriff Taylor, one-on-one, in the County’s public meeting room 
with our discussion being live-streamed. The mismanagement is not just about money — 
dozens of inmates have died. The seriousness of this situation calls for a public 
discussion. The voters are demanding transparency and I will see that they get it. I await 
Sheriff Taylor's response to my invitation.” KFOR March 26th, 2019 Jessica Bruno 

5. "They're getting a lot of money that they are not spending appropriately,” said 
Commissioner Kevin Calvey, District 3. KFOR April 24, 2019 Jessica Bruno 

6.   County commissioner Kevin Calvey has repeatedly accused Sheriff P.D. Taylor of 
mismanagement at the jail. Taylor denies the accusations. Fox 25 April 19th, 2019 

 
We respectfully request that your office take a serious look at Commissioner Calvey’s actions and 
intentions and take all steps necessary to correct this matter using  Title 22 O.S. 1181 and whatever 
other laws may be at your disposal. 
 
 
Respectfully 
 
 
OCSO FOP 155 
 

 


